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Knight, Ericka

-

From: Sparber, James

Sent: Friday, January 21, 2022 3:26 PM

To: Knight, Ericka

Ce: Laska, Carolyn; Lander, Bridget

Subject: FW: Local Share Assessment Payment Notification - Erie County

Ladies, Please see below, Jim

From: RV, BFM Gaming <RA-BFM-Gaming@pa.gov>

Kent: Friday, January 21, 2022 3:18 PM

To: Sparber, James <ISparber@eriecountypa.gov>

E\‘Jb]ect: Local Share Assessment Payment Notlification - Erie County

bear Mr. Sparber:
C:

M akcordance with the Pennsylvania Race Horse Development and Gaming Act 42 of 2017, the Department is required
to distribute quarterly the Local Share Assessment collected for interactive gaming and slots to the municipalities in
which a licensed gaming entity is located. This distribution is based on the interactive gaming and slots local share
assessment amount collected plus the slot machine license operation fee amount collected over Summit Township's

budget limitation.

£ : e
,ﬁn ACH for the 4™ quarter of 2021 payment in the amount o@ﬁ&?@ﬁﬂ%ﬁhoﬁwg be deposited in your bank account
TWithin 10 business days. This payment includes the interactive gaming local share assessment of $36,893.92, the slots
¥5cal share assessment of $481,255.84 and the slot machine license operation fee of $2,500,000.00. Any reductions to
¥he Gross Interactive Gaming Revenue {GIGR) and Gross Terminal Revenue {GTR) for promotional items is the result of
fhe Gaming Bulletin 2015-01 and the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s April 28, 2014 decision in Greenwood Gaming and
Entertamment Incorporated v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Revenue {90 A.3d 692 (Pa. 2014)).

;f you hav'e any questions, please let me know. (D Q_,gjfb’ (’(Mrr\q Ob‘.(. e 0- O L'Z}a)
Thank you. |
: 30K Fo xS < | 459,9423F

Jennifer Heckert | Division Chief
Department of Revenue

Rureau of Fiscal Management | Gaming Division : ~ ] i
147 Strawberry Square | Harrisburg PA 17128 @) Tt 0 +-021050 - (42100
Phone: 717.346.4004 | Fax: 717.787.6738

; y oOi({, MY Hox LS = bg&

Our mission is to fairly, efficiently and accurately administer the tax laws and other revenue programs of the
C ommonwea.'th of Pennsylvania.
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ECGRA Communications Services Report
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January 2022
Meeting with Executive Director
Ongoing Social Media Management
Ongoing Consulting
January Comms
IMPLEMENTED
7 Total January posts
6 Total graphics created

IN PROGRESS | 2022 Grant Releases and Graphics
Holiday Graphics

IN PLANNING
Parks Fields & Trails 2 year report
ECGRA Playbook
Roadshow Tours

| RhorRlivs

assess. onalyze Jassert]




University Advancement

Alumni House + 210 Meqd\rille Street « Edinboro, PA 16444

EDINBORO e 01 52592
fax: (B14) 732-2996

U [ T Y advancementi@edinboro.edu

December 31, 2021

Mr. Perry N. Wood 111, Executive Director
Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority
5340 Fryling Rd Ste 201

Erie, PA 16510-4672

Dear Mr. Wood:

I write to send my most sincere appreciation for your gift. Please know your gift means
more now than ever to our students. Together, we are moving mountains and forging pathways
for the next generation of educators, lawyers, authors, historians, artists, medical professionals,
social workers, journalists, accountants, geologists and more. Your gift reflects our steadfast
commitment to student success and retention. Most importantly, it helps us change lives.

We are beyond grateful to have your loyalty and trust. We want you to know that our
students, faculty and staff appreciate all you do to ensure the mission of Edinboro endures.
Edinboro will continue to instill a love of learning in its students and empower them for a
lifetime of leadership because of opportunities offered by you. From the bottom of our hearts,
thank you.

and Alumni Engagement

P.S. The impact of your gift to Edinboro University may be doubled or possibly tripled! Please
check with your HR Representative to see if your company sponsors a matching gift program.
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Gift Amount: $5,000.00
Gift Type: Foundation
Designation: ECGRA Grant Beehive Innovation Spaces

Your coniribution may be tax deductible as provided by law. Please retain this document for tax filing purposes. Unless otherwise indicated, no
substantial donor benefils were associated with this gift.

edinboro.edu

One of the 14 universities in Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher Education



past few years for our residents!”

- West Fifth Street Resident

Great things are happening in the
West Bayfront neighborhoods

Vacant Property Renovations

In 2020-21, Qur West Bayfrant renovated three
vacant buildings, bringing the total number of
accupied residential units owned by OWB to
seven. OWB is grateful for its partnership with
Housing and Neighborhood Development Service,
or HANDS, which provides management services
at these properties.

OWB acquired three vacant residential properties
in 2021. These include two from the Erie Land
Bank. OWB is currently working to secure
financing to rehabilitate them into affordable, safe
housing for OW8 community members.

Property Repairs

Our West Bayfront continued to assist OWB
property owners with grants to help make home
repairs and improvements with a particular

focus on geographic areas identified in the OW8
Community Plan. In 2020-21, OWB worked with
property owners along West Eighth Street as part
of the Re-Store West Eighth Street and Liberty
Street initiative, which is supported in part by

West Bayfront Events
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Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority. During
this tme, OWB assisted a total of 10 property
owners with repairs, distributing $66,514 in grant
funds that were matched by $63.621 in owner
contributions. Since 2017, OWB assisted 116
properties with more $508,000 in grant funds.

The West Bayfront Events Committee brought free
events and activities back to the community after
the challenges of 2020. The committee hosted fun
and engaging events including Eerie Fall Fest at
Gridley Park, the Community Thanksgiving Dinner,
Gridley Park National Night Out, and West Bayfit
at Bayview Park.

OWB is grateful for the participation of UPMC
Hamot, which provided free COVID-19 vaccines at
many of these events. We are also thankful for the
several local businesses and arganizations that
provided financial support and for the hundreds of
volunteers to make these events possible.

“Thanks for the trash can on my corner, 1 pick up litter daily.”

- West Seventh Street resident
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Davis seeks to r'e-l;;udget ARP funds

Community college,
diversity board targeted

A-J. Rao
Exfe Timas-News
USA TODAY NETWORK

The Erfe County Community College,
the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Commission and the Blue Zones com-
munity health preject could all sce mas-
sive budget cuts this year should a pro-
posal from Erie County Executive Bren-

Funds

ton Davis move forward,

Davis, a Republican who took office
b January and who's staked his candi-
dacy on a more aggressive, regional ap-
proach to economle growth, sald the

| roughly 826 million in American Rescue

Plan Act funds that have already been
slotted for specific programs and or-
ganizations in the 2022 budget.

The funds are expected to arrive in

cats are part of a larger strategy to real- | June.

locate funds to programa with real plans |
and objectives, and to set aside fundsto |

leverage cutside dollats,

The proposal

The Davis administration on Thurs-
day sought council support to re-budget

As for the community college, Smith
sald the county executive is working

The administration said the funds
shauldp't have been budgeted by the
previous councit in December, constd-
ering three councll members, along with
former GCounty Executive Kathy Dahl-
kemper, were outgoing.

Since the fupds don't have to be allo-
cateduntil 2024, as per ARPA guidellnes

tella to the administration,

Councilman Andre Horton of Erie

, the administration said it should have
the opportunity to negotiate a new bud-
get plan to better reflect the wishes of
the electozate,

“We didn't believe that It was appro-
priate to rush this money out the door,”
sald county Director of Administration
Doug Smithata councll finance meeting
Thursday. "This administration and this
councit should have the opportunity to
make all of these funding decisions for
the $26 million”

See FUNDS, Page 80

to glve it to without any sound reason,”

sald C il Ellen Sch

Continued from Page 1B

The budgat plan

Indad

' Davis’ proposal, which was §

in an ordinance at Thursday’s meeting,
was Jolned by a tentative budget plan for
the ARPA funds.

Notable changes included a decrease
In Funding for the Erie County Commu-
nity College. The institution was bud-
geted to recelve $15 mililon In ARPA
funds this yeaz. Davis reduced the allot-
raent to $400,000,

The Diversity, Bquity and Inclusion
Commission was budgeted to recelve its
second round of $3.5 million. Under the
new proposal, this Is eliminated.

“There's nothing personal there”
Smith sald In an interview Friday with
the Erie Times-News. "But by the same
token, the DE] Commission already has
$3.5 million and they don't have any in-
frastructure built. I don't think it's un-
reasonable for the administration to
look at that and say, ‘Let’s see what you
can accomplish.™

tiary Lee, chief administmative officer
ofthe DEI Commizslon, said he appreci-
ated and understood the adminlstra-
tion's request,

“It ia my understanding the recent
proposal would require the DEI Com-
mission along with other organizations

funding to apply or re-apply for
consideration of ARPA funding” Lee
told the Times-Newa.

with college President Christopher Gray
to focus on potential “workforce devel-
opment projects.”

itis unclear whether the proposed re-
duction in ARPA funds would affect stu-
dents.

Gray could not be reached for com-
ment on Friday.

Qther proposed changes included re-
moving al! leftover 2021 funds from the
Blue Zones project — $375,000 — and
the county Vaccine Incentive Program
— $21,036 — and transferring them toa
new Fusion Center, a networking center
that would seek out grant funding op-
portunities.

The Pusion Center was formally re-
ferred to as the Community Futures
Center during the 2021 budget process.

“Its our belief that the Blue Zones
isn’t a prority,” Smith told the Times-
News., “We kmow that was zomething
Me. Dahlkemper and hez administration
favored, but we don't feel that’s much of
& priority and gives us as much of a re-
tum as we like to see.”

The plan also reduced urban renewal
and community development funding,
removing the $500,000 county share
for the Savocchio Park revamp in the
city of Erie,

Councilman Terry Scutella of Erle
sald the administration was "blowing
up” aplan that was exhaustively negati-
ated and approved by council last year.

“You ‘want this {council), especially
the cnes who wete on 1t the year before,
to fiip-flop on what they did,” sald Scu-

agreed, insisting the proposal was like
“pulling the rug from under” individuals
who were expecting an allotment.

“People have already been notified
that they were golng to receive these
buckets of money,” he sald.

In a letter to council members, Davis
sppealed to the council to act quickly to
give entities expecting 2022 funds
enough time to send a new request for
funding consideration,

Councilman Samuel Bayle of Wash-
ington Township agreed that couneil
has a responsibility to evaluate and re-
evaluate how public money 1s used.

An sdded incentive

Anothet feature In Davis’ plan was to
include a $250,000 line item for each
councll district,

"We offer you the chance to fund pro-
jects in your district,” Smith told counecil
members.

The idea was met with resistance as
councll members like Scutela satd the
line items were an incentive to support
the proposal.

*To me, [ considered it a bribe,” Seu-
tella sald.

“I think it's ethically wrong. | think
it's tnsuiting. 1t’s like *walking around
money,” said Councilwoman Mary Ren-
nie of Erie.

“It doesn’t seem right that each
County Couneilperson has that (money})
In their back pocket and gives it to
whomever they might think they want

of Pairview Townshlp.

Smith said the meoney would have to
be spent in accordance with ARPA
guidelines and go through a council vote
to ensure checks and balances.

“it certainly wasn't intended as a
bribe,” he sald to council, “We intended
it a8 a way to bring you into the process.”

Smith said the administration would
be open to eliminating the line items
and transferring the money back to the
ARPA fund balance.

What's naxt?

Council members declined to put the
proposal on Tuesday’s regular meeting
agenda, Insisting more information was
needed.

Rennle said she was concemned with
Davis’ plans.

“It seems very much as though he
doesn't understand the processes and
doesn’t care that he doesn't understand
the processes,” she said. “It's golng to
getthe county into trouble and we stand
tolose a whole lot of money if things are
mishandled. We are ready to work with
him but he needs to do this legally and
appropristely with county govern
ment®

Smith insisted the proposal was a
“first step,” and welcomed the opportu-
nity to discuss it more with council,

“This is not etched In stone,” Smith
safd. “And it’s something we expect to
be talking about in the coming weeks,
even months.”



Union Cit-_y___completes major projects in 2021
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put many projects on
4 See Projects, P2

Borough Manager Cindy
Wells said that, after the pan-
demic-induced restrictions
of 2020
hold, 2021 was’a very suc-
cessful year.

itive
said.

2”' to the
e imple-

City Public Library,

by trees, are three initiatives accomplished in
gatew,

and

conceptual plan for a new

markers and interpretive northern

from the Union City Public of downtown trees, the panels, the finalization of a downtown

installation of historical

A new public parking lot on South Main Street across from Unlon

overiooked by a new mural and bordered

Union City In 2021,

Library, a new mural over-
looking the lot, the planting

‘S accom-

ity (ECGRA).

Ameng the year
tion of a new public parking

plishments are the construc-
lot across South Main Street
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Projects

{Continued from front pege}

“We were able to finish
up large projects and com-
bine them together,” she
said, citing tlEe improve-
ments to Caflisch Park, the
new parking lot, the mural,
trees and more. “People dri-
ving through ( town are
noticing the changes in
Union City.”

Like Brumagin, Wells
pointed to collaboration as
a key to recent successes.

“There have been changes
in leadership within geveral
organizations over the last
few years and it has created
an atmosphere of working
together and the ability to
get things done,” she said.
“It takes more than one
group to reach the accom-
plishments we have seen.”

Steve Jones, chairman of
the Union City Comemunity
Foundation board of direc-
tors, noted severat of the
projects were initiated using
an  Erie  Community
Foundation “Shaping
Tomorrow”  grant  of
$258,000 awarded to Unlon
City Pride Inc. in late 2019,
That grant attcacted addi-
tional funding from the
Union City Community
Foundation and  other
sources.

“1¢'s amazing what can be
accomplished  when  we
have leaders all working
together in concert,” he
sald. “When we can 'toss
egos aside, sharing tdeas
and visions, we can accom-
plish so much more.”

That, in tumn, is encourag-
ing private entrepreneurs to
invest in the community, he
said, with a restoration of
the community beginning

to take held.

While many initiatives
were finalized in 2021, a
number of new projects |
were  started and  will
stretch into 2022, They
include researching the fea-
sibllit{‘ of a bike-hike trail
along French Creek through
the borough, the feasibility
of improvements to the !
Borough Building’s upper
floor to increase community
use and access, and
improvements to the Main |
Street-High Street down- |
town "gateway.”

Other new initiatives tar-
geted for 2022 implementa-
tion include additional resi-
dential rehabllitation under
ECGRA's Renaissance Block
program, and improve-
ments to the borough's
Southwest Park.

“It has been many years
in the making, but I feel-the
current and future projects
that local stakeholders are
working on will continue to
improve  Union  City's
image,” Brumagin said. "1
feel our trajectory will only
improve from here.”

“Everything starts with |
an idea, small steps of |
progress are taken, and a
community is beginning to
grow and thrive again”
Jones said. “All of this is
exciting to witness, ;;\_d we
are just getting started.”

Ai::mg;rehgu!ve “Project
Update” list of current and
past community initiatives
since 2009, providing an
overview of each project,
their funding sources and
current status, is available
on Union City Borough's
website at uniondtypa.us.

Joumal file phoro
Steve Bishop, left, of the Unlon City Community
Foundation, and Judy Norman, of the Unlon City Area
Ll‘l:lorlcal Soclety, unvell a historic panel during the

phoro
A mursl designed and made by artlsts Tom Ferraro and
Steve Mik of the Looking Glass Project grests visitors
heading north on Main Strest In Unlon City.




